Kommunistichesky Avenue
There is one highway that can tell the
best story about Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. It starts
from the bottom of Bolshevik mountain, in the
green park, where Soviet soldiers-liberators of
the South Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands
monument is located, and it goes all the way
down to the railway station. Mesmerizing, wide
and decorated with maples and rowanberry
trees, the avenue is definitely an eye-catching
place. Almost everything that can be stated as
the best sights is located there: the International
Theater Center A. Chekhova, the Sakhalin
Regional Territorial Museum, the International
center
of
Business
Collaboration
“Sakhincenter”, the Palace of Sports, the Palace
of Сhildren's Arts, the “Octyabr” cinema,
Institute of Economics, Tourism and Oriental
Studies of Sakhalin State University, the
biggest companies’ offices, etc.
Kommunistichesky Avenue had a lot of
names. The first one was “Jinja-dori”, which
means “the road to the temple”. As we can see
from the name, the street originally led to the
main temple of Karafuto governorate in the
Northern part of Toyohara. That had been the
name of the avenue before 1945, Toyohara was
re-named
into
“Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk”
afterwards, and Jinja-dori has become Stalin Street.
In November 1961 the street finally got its name
Kommunistichesky Avenue. According to the
decision of an overcoming personnel's cult, all
Stalin memorials have been deconstructed.
In 1992 Mayor Farhutdinov made a decision
to re-name the street again, but the commission
received only 45 suggestions from the citizens in
one month, so it was decided to keep the name.
So, we shall start from the very beginning of
the avenue – Slavy Square.
At the corner of Kommunistichesky Avenue and Gorkogo Street, in a green
frame of verdant hills, there is a majestic memorial in honor of soldiers, who died
during the liberation of the Southern Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands in 1945. There is

a five-meter statue of a soldier in a
helmet, wearing a greatcoat and holding
a machine gun against an extended stele
with a writing “Let us forever cherish a
memory of heroes”. This is a soldierliberator, who has finally set a foot on
the mother lands, which always
belonged to him and his people by
rights of discovering, settlement and
development. He has returned to these
grounds to settle for ages, and his feat
was paid by a very high price.
The right side of the composition
shows us one of heroic acts of August 1945. Heavy fighting broke out from 19 to 23
August 1945 on Shumshu Island. Japanese troops tenacious held on the 165th highest
point. The USSR descent groups leading by Pyotr Shutov, the Hero of the Soviet
Union, launched the assaults of the point several times, but Japanese gunners, camped
out in bunkers, deterred the assaulters. Thereat sailors Nikolay Vilkov and Pyotr
Ilichyov have covered the embrasures with their chests, repeating the feat of
Alexander Matrosov.
This very emotional part of a composition can
be called “Feat”. There are only a few meters before
the enemy's bunker, ant just in a moment it will be
covered with the bodies of the sailors Pyotr Ilichyov
and Nikolay Vilkov, who were awarded the title of
the Hero of Soviet Union posthumously.
“It is important for us to not only realize the
idea of the memorial in full, but also transfer a portrait
resemblance of the heroes. Necessary photos and
documents have been sent to us from the Gorkovskoe
Professional College of Inland Navigation, where
Nikolay Vilkov studied. The photo of Pyotr Ilichyov
we got here, in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk”, – a sculptor, the
author of the monument and the laureate of the Lenin
Prize, Alexander Tyurenkov says.
A grand opening was held on 3 September 1980 to commemorate the 35th
anniversary of the liberation of The Southern Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands,
accompanied by the USSR National Anthem and artillery fireworks.
In September 2005 on the right side of the monument a grand opening of
Heroes Alley was held. There are now 14 busts of soviet heroes: A. Buyukly,
N. Vilkov, P. Ilichyov, S. Savushkin, L. Smirnykh, A. Gnechko, D. Ponomaryov,
P. Sidorov, V. Sigov, V. Kot, T. Pochtaryov, G. Svetetsky, P. Shutov and S. Yudin.
At the Heroes Alley they immortalized the names of those, who landed Onekotan,
Shumshu, Paramushir Islands, despite of a rain of bullets, fighting with sacrifice with

no fear, covering the enemy's bunkers. The author of the alley project was a Sakhalin
sculptor V. Chebotaryov.
From the crossing of Gorkogo Street
and Kommunistichesky Avenue you can
clearly see the “Cheryomushki” residential
district. It was started in 1958. Previously
being mostly wastelands, it soon became a
big living district with modern industrial
panel constructions and underground utility
systems, roads, passages. The district was
called “Cheryomushki” in an analogy with an
identical Moscow district. At the same time
with residential buildings, a school, a
kindergarten, a Palace of Sports with a
swimming pool and a shopping center
“Novinka” has been also built here.
The first opening of the municipal
swimming pool was in 1963, but soon some
malfunctioning was found, so the government
had no other choice but to temporarily close
it. On 5 May 1964 it was finally re-opened
officially. The first director was V. Plekhov.
A few generations dreamt about the sports
center being bigger, but it finally happened
only in 2000s, as the project were delayed in the 70s and the 80s. To the early 90s
due to Sakhalin weather, humidity and its
own age, the pool was in very poor
conditions. But in 2004 major repairs were
held, so nowadays the pool is modern,
earthquake-resistant, with new roof and
stylish and useful Spanish coating.
Nowadays the Palace of sports is a big
complex with play areas, a gym, a pool, a
rehab-center and a solarium. Approximately
700 children are learning how to swim here.
Sakhalin swimmers are well-known for
their achievements in all kinds of championships: municipal, regional, all-Russian,
etc. No wonder that school is very proud of masters of sports who have studied here,
like I. Krutko or G. Goverdovcky, the silver medalists of Russian championship.
N. Vinokurenkova, who is the leader of swimmers of the school, is also a member of
Russian National Team, participating in World
Cup Championships.
The next building is the YuzhnoSakhalinsk Hospital №1, opened in 1946; it was
the first Russian hospital in the South Sakhalin

and was previously located in Moskovskaya Street (Bibliotechny Lane). The first
personnel were 8 specialists, including doctors of emergency services. In MarchApril 1967 the hospital was relocated.
On the right side of the street you will find the Resurrection Cathedral. During
more than 60 years Sakhalin region citizens could not reach any kind of influence of
the Russian Orthodox Church. And only in the late 80s the orthodox community was
organized here. Nowadays there are more than 28 Orthodox parishes and 10 houses
of worship.
On 16 August 1990 one of the main archbishops
metropolitan Pitirim arrived to the regional center. He
blessed the place for the cathedral. Nowadays this place is
a great sight of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, because of a stunning
cathedral, built by a project of Sakhalin architect
S. Michenko.
The cathedral was being built for five years. It was
laid in 1990 during V. Fyodorov governorship. That was
the
exact
same
time,
when
prime-minister
V. Chernomyrdin visited Sakhalin. In agreement with him,
the “Gazprom” corporation became the main sponsor of
the church. On the day of Christmas on 7 January 1995 the
first divine service was held in the new cathedral, whilst
the work was still going on. In 1996 “Gazprom”
representatives brought and installed a beautiful
metal fence. Decoration of the altar and vestry was
finished the same year. A huge relief and happiness
for citizens was establishment of a Bell-Tower with
a 1-ton custom-built bell.
As time went by, the cathedral became too
small for all parishioners, so in 2002 some
reconstructions were made, including new choirs
and refectories, a golden dome for the Bell-Tower
and some new bells. That is exactly how we can see
the cathedral now, and it seems being like that
since the beginning.
On 27 August 2003 staff of regional authority died in a crash and were buried
on the territory of the cathedral, and a year later a memorial stele by V. Chebotaryov
was established there as well.
Not far from the cathedral it is easy to
find the Palace of Children's arts. On 22 April
2007 it celebrated the 40th anniversary. The
building, which project was written by
Moscow architect R. Yeltsova and engineers
V. Demin and L. Gordienko, was started in
1964 and finished in three years. On the

meeting on 22 April 1967 a glorified polar pilot, the Hero of the Soviet Union,
M. Vodopyanov gave a greeting speech. Nowadays the Palace is the one and only
multidisciplinary additional studies institution for city's children. There are
approximately 2800 children studying in different
branches.
Square of Fishermen Glory was set on the
territory of the Palace. It is a great pleasure to walk
down the pavements and watch a big memorial of
Andrew of the First Call, installed in the center. 4metres sculpture was carved of Pylvin blue-grey
diorite ̶ a stone found in Sakhalin region. The
sculpture is a
work
of
a
famous Sakhalin sculptor V. Chebotaryov. A tired
man climbed the green hill, rested on his stick and
having seen the beautiful city, blessed it with a
cross. Andrew is one of the revered saints in
Russia. Being a fisherman in a Bible past, he is a
patron of fishery. That is why it was decided to
built Square of Fishermen Glory here, around his
statue.
In 2005 the territory was cleared of the old trees and new flowers were planted.
Fences made in Vladivostok were installed around the square, the benches were
brought from Khabarovsk and the streetlamps were made in Ozersky village in
Chelyabinsk region. A memory capsule of died fishermen was put in the fundament
of a future chapel. The
note in the capsule says that
the
square
was
established on 2 September
2005 by the Fishery
Club. In the nearest future a
chapel and a bas-relief
with eight fishing vessels are
planned to be built.
Opposing the
Palace of Children's arts you
can find the Palace of
Officers. A modern building
was constructed on
the exact same place of the last
one, which has been
burnt. In the early 50s it was
stated as one of the
biggest buildings in YuzhnoSakhalinsk, and a lot
of plays of the YuzhnoSakhalinsk theatre of
Soviet Army were showed
there. Famous actors,
such
as
K. Shishkin,
N. Butorin, actresses Klaudia and Sophia Reisner, director Salamatin, took part in
many plays. The construction of the new building was started in 1984 and was
finished in 1986.
Nowadays halls of the Palace hold events like
exhibitions, dance competitions, etc.
There is also an open-air exhibition of the
museum of military equipment located on the

territory of the Palace of Officers. The museum itself is situated on the third floor of
the Palace, showing some interesting exhibits like documents of the Great Patriotic
War, military hardware etc. In March 2008 another exhibition dedicated to
Afghanistan veterans was opened in the museum.
Not far from the Palace of Officers you will easily find a place that is
reasonably considered as the most wonderful sight in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. Imagine a
true masterpiece of Japanese architecture with three-pitched roof and a gorgeous
garden and you will find yourself in front of the Sakhalin Regional Museum.
There is a great deal of legends
around this place. Some say a Japanese
governor once lived here, and the stone
dogs-guardians at the gates symbolized
some kind of wisdom. There is an
interesting explanation, why one of the
dogs keeps the mouth shut, while the
other one keeps it wide open: they say
you need not only learn to talk, but also
learn to keep quiet as well. To tell the
truth, it is simply impossible not to
believe in legends, being around this
fantastic place. But legends are simply
legends; they (as it usually happens) have nothing in common with the true history.
A modern building of the museum was constructed in Toyohara (now YuzhnoSakhalinsk) in 1937 as a special museum of Japanese governorate of Karafuto, which
existed in the Southern Sakhalin from 1905 till 1945. The construction was held by
“Tidzaki Gummi" Sapporo Construction Company. Allegedly the architects were
Imamure Kokeji and Kuino Maekawa. It was the
time, when Japanese architecture gained a trend of
a
“neo-national"
style,
which
included
collaboration of traditional shapes with modern
materials. It was called “Tei-Kan” – “imperor's
crown style”. Some first buildings of this
technique were Kabuki theatre in Tokyo (1937),
National Museum building in Ueno Park, as well
as museum in Toyohara. It is well-known that the
emperor could not live in the museum, of course.
After the liberation of Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands in 1945 Toyohara was re-named
into Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk and the museum got a regional status.
Speaking about stone dogs “koma-inu”: they were placed by the gates of each
temple (more than 100 pieces before 1945) and symbolized evil and good, two
cleansing dimensions: fire and water.
When the temples were under deconstruction, these dogs have been brought
from the main temple in Toyohara, Gokoku Jinja, as well as a Russian cannon, which
was captured by Japanese in Porth Arthur and was given as a present to the temple
from the Secretary of the Navy Minoru Saito.

As the building has been constructed in
the period of Japanese occupation, now
wonder it needed reconstructions. Nowadays
great changes were made with the second
floor, as well as the territory of the museum
was decorated according to the project of
famous landscape designer A. Kudryashova,
who suggested to plant a beautiful garden with
tons of flowers and a fountain, similar to
Japanese culture.
This building is considered to be one of
the most beautiful and impressive buildings in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. In the museum
you can find valuable collections of materials and resources, many of them are very
rare. The museum is proud for its collections of the equipment of aborigines: the
Ainu, the Nivkh and the Oroks, living species, etc.
However the date of the construction was
not the date of the museum establishment. It was
opened in 1896 in Aleksandrovsky station and was
one of the first scientific institutions of the island.
In the beginning of the 50s all the exhibits were relocated in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. The founders of the
original museum, that has soon become famous in
Moscow and Saint-Pyotrsburg, were Sakhalin
intellectuals, with the most important contributions
of future scientists L. Shternberg and B. Pilsudsky.
To the left from the main gates there is a huge
stone with a sculptural portrait rises to the sky. This is
a memorial dedicated to Bronislav Pilsudsky, a genius
ethnographer, who left us some unique writings about
Sakhalin aborigines. On 2 November 1992 it was the
125th anniversary of the scientist birth, and a big
international scientific conference with scientists from
Russia, Poland, Japan, the Netherlands, the USA was
held to celebrate it.
The next building is a Scientific-Technical Information Center. Before 1969 a
House of Political Studies had been here.
Sakhalin Regional and Arbitration
courts are almost in front of the center.
Kommunistichesky Avenue can be called an
official part of the regional center, with
almost every member of administration and
politics, companies, etc.
In 1991 Sakhalin regional party was
located in the building of Sakhalin regional
court, whilst the municipal party took the

Arbitration court buildings. They were built
in 1959 and 1977 accordingly.
The brightest representative of the
Soviet power on Sakhalin was P. Leonov.
All islanders know this name. He was
the first secretary of the Regional Party from
1960 to 1978. Due to his hard work, the
economical growth was huge, the
transportation system, agriculture, residential
industries were highly developed. People of
elder generations remember P. Leonov as a
lively strong man, tough, but fair. A high
relief structure with his portrait was installed on the
building of Sakhalin regional court in 1998 by
V. Chebotaryov.
On the crossing of Kommunistichesky Avenue
and Mira Avenue there is a House of Unions (1995).
Opposing the House of Unions, there is a
building with a big hospitable porch. It was built in
1973 for the House of Political Enlightenment.
Nowadays it is a building of Institute of Economics,
Tourism and Oriental Studies of Sakhalin State
University (recently has been re-located to Lenina
Street). The institute was established in 1999 as a
branch of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk State Pedagogical
Institute, one of prestige Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk
institutions. One of the characteristics of the
institute is wide international relations. It has
internships and grants from universities of Korea
and Japan.
In January 2001 a memorial plate honoring
I. Borodin, a chairman of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk municipal executive committee, was
installed on the side of the building. The author of the plate was V. Chebotaryov.
Various projects, such as CHP, meat-packing plant, the state farm “Teplichny”, the
“Turist” hotel, the Poultry Plant “Ostrovnaya”, are known by his name.
Crossing the road, we are in Sakhalin International Theatre Center Square.
Perhaps, no other theater has witnessed
this huge number of transformations, as the
Sakhalin
Internati
onal
Theatre
did,

starting with its name. In 1930 in Aleksandrovsk-Sakhalinsky the first professional
theatre was organized. It was the one and only resource of professional culture on the
island. The first director was E. Muratov, who gathered a group of Moscow artists to
perform plays. In 1946, at the same time when Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk has become a
region's capital, the Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk Drama Theatre has been opened here as well.
At first it was located in the cinema building in Torgovaya Street. The artistic director
was N. Uralov. The first play was showed on 1 January 1947. But soon after a big
fire had happened, all the decorations, equipment and the building were destroyed.
A new theatre was re-located into the building of an old Japanese cinema. In 1954
according to the decision of the Presidium of the Supreme Council theatre was given
a name of A. Chekhov.
In October 1962 a new building was started with an auditorium for 630 people.
The project was developed by specialists by Leningrad Institute “Giproteatr”. The
main architect was E. Chechik, she was also awarded with the USSR award in 1985.
The construction was held for two years, and was finished in 1964.
There were both times of success and
failures in the theatre's history. The 50s and
the 60s were the period of the highest
popularity and stable work of the drama
theatre. Artistically full was a period of the
70-80s, when V. Shapovalov and B. Morozov
led it. The toughest times were in the 90s.
Theatre was stated to be “clinically dead”: no
direction, no actors, no youth, the building
strongly needed major reconstructions,
number of plays decreased twice and number
of visitors – fourfold. But in spite of any circumstances, the theater was slowly
recovering from the crisis. After a long time that was given for the reconstruction,
actors could finally play on the big stage again. Nowadays theatre complex consists
of a drama theatre, kid's theatre, musical theatre and an art college.
When the reform era started, business life in
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk grew rapidly, so did businesscenters and offices. The biggest is certainly
International center of business collaboration
“Sakhincenter”. It is a gorgeous building in front of
the Drama Theatre with powerful net-work,
smartly decorated conference halls and offices; it
has become a visiting card of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.
It is a 7-storey building with a total area of 16000
sq. m. Multifunctional complex includes offices of
more than 70 international and Russian business
groups and companies like “Exxon”, “Sodeko”,
“Mobil”, “Mitsubishi Corporation”, etc.

The most important events of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk are also usually held in
“Sakhincenter”. In 1997 – presentation “Economical opportunities and perspective of
Sakhalin region”, in 2000 – international conference with V. Putin “SRP-2000”.The
biggest oil and gas projects like “Sakhalin-1” and “Sakhalin-2” were also represented
here.
Nowadays International center of business
collaboration “Sakhincenter” is not only the biggest on
Far East specialized company for representing
integrated services for Russian and international
businessmen, but it also
plays a huge role in the
system of international
and external economic
relations of Sakhalin region.
Not far from “Sakhincenter”, on the territory of
military headquarters, you can spot two well-kept stone
Japanese houses. The first thing that you will notice
right away is their thin rectangle-semicircular
windows. One of the buildings was constructed in 1935 as a Karafuto governorship
conference room. The architect was Yoshiko Kaizuka. Nowadays a military
procurator's office is situated there.
There is a gorgeous yew-tree square on the
opposite side of these buildings. It is located on the
territory of Sakhalin Regional Administrative
Department. Right beside the fence you will find a
traditional Japanese rock-garden. It is well known that
the birch alley previously led to the Karafuto governor's
house. Nowadays bust memorials of Sakhalin leading
figures like A. Tsapko, P. Leonov, I. Farkhutdinov are
situated there. The author of the memorials is V. Chebotaryov.
The legislative and executive powers' buildings
look strict and solid, as it should be. We are coming
closer to the Sakhalin Region Administrative
Department. Officials of various departments work
here. The 3-storey building was constructed in 1964,
and it was operated by the Sakhalingiproprom Institute
(now “Sakhalingrazhdanproekt”). In the early 1970s,
the fourth floor was built and the building acquired a
modern look.
Near the regional administration, almost closely, you will find the building of
the “Sakhalingrazhdanproekt” Institute. Its history dates back to July 1958, first as
“Sakhalingiproprom” with the tasks of designing fish, paper, woodworking and other
industries, reconstruction of coal mines, construction of sea ports, oil fields. Today it
is difficult to imagine a regional center without such facilities as the “Oktyabr”
cinema, the Trade House, the Political Education House (now the Eastern faculty of

Sakhalin State University), the building of the regional Duma and many, many
others. Virtually all the residential areas of the region and many public, municipal
and agricultural buildings were built according to projects carried out by specialists
of the “Sakhalingrazhdanproekt” Institute.
We leave pass by the former military
commissariat (now the bank “Russky Standard”, CJSC
“Deltaling”) and cross Chekhov Street and go to the
building, the so-called headquarters of OJSC
“Sakhalinenergo”. Here is the control center for the
whole process of the island electrification. Open Joint
Stock Company “Sakhalinenergo” provides YuzhnoSakhalinsk, as well as other areas of the region with
electricity. The joint-stock company has its own
representative office in Moscow.
Opposite “Sakhalinenergo”, we see two
buildings built in the 80s of the 20th century:
“Dalinformgeocenter”
and
Yuzhno-Sakhalins
Institute of Economics, Law and IT. The current
official name for the geological center is the Federal
State Unitary Research and Production Enterprise
“The Russian Federal Geological Fund (FSUE NPP
“Rosgeologfond”), the Far Eastern Branch”. All the
information of the subsoil recourses of the Sakhalin
region is collected here. Previously, the institution
was located in Matrosov Street and was one of the subdivisions of the
“Sakhalingeology” Production Association. It also moved to a new building in 1971.
Noteworthy is the fact that the funds for the construction of the building were
allocated in connection with the discovery of germanium at the Novikovskoye coal
deposit. It happened when Japan wanted to buy Novikov coals back, so the officials
began to check the reason for such interest of the Japanese and found out that there is
a large percentage of germanium in the coal layer. The present building was built as a
scientific laboratory for geological research. In those years, a building was also
constructed for organizations of two branches: geological exploration and forestry.
Now this building is “Vostokgeology”, and it will meet on our way a little later.
There is a geological museum in the building of “Rosgeologgfond”. There are
collections of minerals from all areas of the former Soviet Union, as well as samples
of minerals and rocks of the Sakhalin region.
Pay attention to the plaque on the right
side of the building of the geological
foundation. A. Kislovsky is the head of the Far
Eastern Center of Informatics and Geological
Research. His merit is that he was at the
forefront of the introduction of information
technology in geological research and made a
great contribution to the development of the

geological industry of the region. The memorial plaque by V. Chebotaryov was
established in 2001.
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk Institute of Economics, Law and IT occupies a building in
the Kommunistichesky Avenue as well.
Previously, there was an association of forestry
and paper industry in the Sakhalin region. But
more recently, Yuzhno-Sakhalin Institute of
Economics, Law and IT has moved into this
building. This is the first non-state institution
on Sakhalin, organized in 1991, which survived
in difficult market conditions. Currently, this is
the only university in the Sakhalin region,
successfully passed five state attestations and
accreditations of the Ministry of Education of
the Russian Federation. Here, future economists, managers, lawyers, electrical
engineers, linguists, specialists in computer science and computer science are welltrained. Since the opening of the Institute, it has trained and produced over 2500
specialists.
The cinema. Once this word was magical. Mass
cinema somewhat faded into an age of new
technologies. But, despite the abundance of home TV
equipment, it has not lost its value. And the premier
screenings take place in crowded halls. In
Kommunistichesky Avenue there are two: “Oktyabr”
and “Premier”. We approach the cinema “Oktyabr”.
This amazing building opened the doors to Sakhalin
movie lovers in 1967. Its history began with the
screening of the comedy “The Wedding in Malinovka”, which did not go off the
screen for a month and a half due to the spectator's
excitement. Last decades for a cinema, as well as for
all country, were difficult, but “Oktyabr” has not
turned to a furniture salon, or to an autoshop. And in
this considerable contribution to the director of the
cinema R. Bessudnova, who linked her life with
“Oktyabr” almost from the time of its opening.
Surviving in the new economic conditions,
“Oktyabr” has long crossed the boundaries of an
ordinary movie theater. After 40 years it is more correct to call it a cultural and
entertainment complex of a wide profile with a concert hall of 814 seats, with the
“DOLBY DIGITAL SURROUND” system. Now the concert hall “Oktyabr" for one
or another event for a month invites more than 10 000
people. Since 2002, “Oktyabr” is a part of the
International Theater Center by A. P. Chekhov.
Not long ago, the building of the cinema was
reconstructed, but so far only a part has been updated,

it is necessary to finish strengthening the material and technical base of the cinemaconcert hall, including the reconstruction of the stage, installation of street lighting,
billboards and much more. Earlier in 2001, the cinema area was reconstructed as
well. It was decorated with new flower beds, street lights and a fountain. Externally,
the fountain has changed only a little. An undoubted adornment of this waterarchitectural structure was the sculpture of two seals, made by the Sakhalin architect
V. Chebotaryov. For many Sakhalin residents, the square has become a favorite place
for a pleasant pastime.
The “Premier” cinema was opened in 2000 in the concert hall of the Palace of
Children's arts. It is designed for 301 seats (13 of them are of high comfort) and
equipped with the latest technology. Premieres of films in the cinema “Premier”
almost always take place on the same day with all cinemas in the European part of
Russia.
Moving further, we pass by the impressive
building of the “Sberbank” administration, we
cross
Amurskaya
Street
and
stop
at
“Vostokgeologia”. We have already mentioned it
previously. The building was constructed in late
1969 and was the administrative building of the
Sakhalin Territorial Geological Administration, on
the basis of which in April 1980 the Sakhalin
Production Association Sakhalinology (now JSC
“Vostokgeologia”) was organized. In the 80s “Sahalelingeology” carried out
prospecting and exploration for all types of minerals in the Sakhalin region, as well as
in the Kamchatka, Magadan regions and the Khabarovsk Territory. The number of
workers was about 7 thousand people. At present, the amount of work, the number of
employees, and the size of the working area have been reduced. Many premises in the
building are leased.
Almost
in
front
of
the
“Vostokgeology”, somewhat in the back of
the flower pavilion, you can see a building
that stands out with columns and stucco,
typical for the architectural style of the 50s,
called “false empire”. The date of
construction of the building is 1950-1951.
“Sakhalinrybprom" has been reorganized
into the “Sakhalinryba" Association in
1991 and in 1993 into the “Sakhalinryba"
Joint Stock Company.
In December 1998 a memorial plaque was erected on the facade of the building
in memory of the veteran of the fishing industry of the country, G. Polyakov. These
words are curved under his bas-relief image: “In this building from 1971 to 1980,
veteran of the fishing industry of Russia, Gennady Konstantinovich Polyakov worked
as general director of PO “Sakhalinrybprom”.

Not far from “Sakhalinryba”, at the corner of Lenina Street and
Kommunistichesky Avenue you will find the building of the Sakhalin Railroad
Administration of the branch of JSC
“Russian Railways” built in 1959.
There is a commemorative plaque to
Viktor Grigorievich Ponomarenko, an
honorary railway worker, a well-deserved
transport worker on the building of the
department. Viktor Grigoryevich headed the
Sakhalin Railroad for 20 years, starting from
January 1969. During his leadership, the
Sakhalin Railroad achieved the highest
production
results,
including
the
commissioning of the Vanino-Kholmsk
railway ferry crossing linking the island region to the mainland.
Let's pass the avenue further, crossing Lenina Street to the Main Post Office.
At first, there was a cemetery at the place
where the main post office building is located
nowadays. After 1945, places of great
importance were situated here: the telegraph,
the long-distance telephone exchange, the city
automatic telephone system and the regional
committee of the party. In April 1955 there
was a fire, and as a result, most of the building
was destroyed. In 1960 the Communications
House (main post office) was built at the site
of the burned down building. For a long time
it was possible to notice a difference in the window frames of the first floor of the
south and north side of the building. On the south side, they consisted of two wings –
this part was rebuilt after the fire, and from the north – from a set of rectangles – it
was still Japanese frames. Now everything is done the same, and the building has
acquired a modern look.
Kommunistichesky Avenue captures part of Lenin's Square, which has come a
long way of transforming. First, a factory for the production of sake (in the Japanese
period in the Southern Sakhalin), then the “Soviet cinema”, which operation was
stopped in 1965 in view of the emergency technical condition. Currently, a 9-meter
bronze sculpture of the leader of the revolution towers has been constructed in the
center of the square. The monument was designed by the sculptor E. Vuchetich and
the architect I. Loveiko.
Several low-rise buildings with tiny
balconies, false columns and stucco molding in
the form of stars, flowers and oddballs are
adjoined to Lenina Square. One of these
buildings, which has its own special charm, is a
cozy hotel “Moneron”. The building was

constructed in 1955 and named as the “Yuzhno-Sakhalinskaya” hotel at first. Then it
changed the name and form of property several times. For today it is the only
municipal hotel in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.
The avenue ends with the railway station. On the way to the station building,
we pass a small square near the Zheleznodorozhnikov Palace of Culture, in which we
can find the island's main symbol of the railways: a D-51-22 steam locomotive,
produced in Japan in 1949 and delivered to Sakhalin. The locomotive had carried out
freight traffic until 1970, the period when the railroad began to move to diesel
traction. A locomotive was installed by decision of the Sakhalin Railroad
Administration in 1992.
The building of the railway station was
constructed according to the project of a
Khabarovsk architect Boris Herman and
commissioned in 1974. Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk is the
main railway pier of Sakhalin. About 1,500
passengers are serviced per day at the station. In
general, the Sakhalin Railway carries more than 1
million people a year. From here, trains run in all
directions and come back here.

